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BdSKin's  (  Aistoni  House  is  one  of 
the  eh.irmini;ly  peculi.ir  buikiiiigs  ot 
the  world — thirty  tloors  ot  '■('lothie- 
Biire.uieratic"  ride  pii;L;yb;iek  on  the 
dome  and  pediniented  portieos  ot  .1 
tbnr-t'.ieed  Done  temple.  Not  tar  up 
State  Street  tVoni  the  Custom  House  is 
another  arehiteetural  ineoni;ruity:  the 
eighteenth  eentury  hru  k  State  I  louse, 
tor  long  one  of  Anienea's  noblest 
buildings,  crouehes  at  the  teet  ot  .1 
phalanx  ot  immense  glass  and  steel 
neighbors. 

The  Old  State  House  and  the  sky- 
scrapers, the  Custom's  temple  and  its 
otTiee  tower  are  reminders  ot  the  city's 
perennial  ctTorts  to  tnid  room  tor  itself, 
to  match  its  practical  and  aesthetic 
needs  to  the  changes  ot'time  and  tortune. 

It'therc  is  one  activity  which  unites 
Bostonians  of  ditTerent  eras,  it  is  their 
perpetual  zeal  for  construction. 


^__JhH — --rrj^ostonians  are  builders,  but  land  is 
:^l^y  ^ig>f  U|fa^,  so  that  building  IS  usually  01 


one 
le  that  builds, 
then  builds  again. 


IluOldSt.ucHousc 

View  .u  head  of  State  Street. 
C!mirlisvot  tlic  Mt^stmi  Piihlic  Library 


4 


-^^■■•"^ 


■   h^  \m\\  m\,    ,. 


Sj-  f 


.r> 


^^-Jit:f 


.-rl  ■ 


S(inK-tinu-s  .1  structure  like  the  C  )li.) 


t'"    ...'     St.ite  1  louse  (wliieli  m  tlie  iSyo's  ese.iped 
'■"'V''    the  wreekers'  slecli;eli.\uiiiUT  .it  tlie 

"V1-,    ek'\enth  hour),  eiide.irs  itselt  to  so  ni.my 
gener.itions  rh.it  its  pi.u  tu.il  dr.iwb.ieks 
eoine  to  be  rei;.n-deJ  .is  eh.irinmi; 
eccentricities.  Often,  ilitiicuk  .uul  lieh- 
c.ite  clioices  li.ive  to  he  iiLide  her\seen 
the  prerog.itives  ot  the  present  .iiul  the 
hentngeoftlie  past.  ( )cc.ision.illy,  thi.s 
dilemm.i  has  been  resolved  by  destiny. 
Boston's  history  is  full  ofgreat  fires 
that  have  burned  entire  districts  tlat. 

Ifjohn  Winthrop  could  again  walk 
the  streets  of  the  city  he  founded  in 
1630,  he  would  be  hard  pressed  to  hnd 
a  single  familiar  spot — not  so  much 
because  the  little  settlement  has  grown 
into  a  large  metropolis,  or  because 
early  Boston's  rural  charms  have 
succumbed  to  concrete  and  high  tech 
construction — but  because  much  ot 
what  Winthrop  knew  as  water  is  now 
solid  land.  When  Bostonians  ran  out  of 
real  estate,  they  simply  encroached  on 
their  harbor  and  made  some  more. 


linsiim.  oUI  .iiui  new. 


r.  The  Fircot"iS72. 

Courtesy  oriliL-  liosloji  I'lihln  rihr.ir\.  I'tiiil  Dip.irniRiit 


FrO^TT^   No  111. nor  c\t\  in  the  United  St.itcs 

Wintlii  op's  settlement  li.ue  hee'ii,  o\'er 


i.is  eh.ingeti  its  plu'sie.il  t.ice  more  tli.m 
Boston.  Hie  \'er\'  hills  th.it  rose  behind 


the  centuries,  shoveled  up  .iiui  e.irted  to 
the  shoreline  to  till  in  extr.i  l.md  tor  ever 
l.irger  luimhers  ot  Hostoni.ins  .iiui  their 
business.  Poor  Wilh.im  T  hiirston,  m 
iSos,  liter:illy  h.id  the  t;roiind  eiit  out 
trom  under  his  m.insion  on  Be.uoii  Hill, 
j-rom  e.irly  on,  Bostoni.ins  h.u'e  been 
imp.itient  with  the  w.iy  Mother  N.iturc 
left  their  harbor.  And  nowhere  was 
there  more  co.istline  tinkerini;  than 
around  King  Street  (re-n.uned  State 
Street  at'ter  the  l^e\-okition),  early 
Boston's  main  commercial  .irtery,  its 
roadway  trom  the  State  House  to  the 
harbor  and  the  outside  world.  Wmthrop 
lived  on  old  King  Street,  but  m  his  day 
tlsh,  not  traffic,  swarmed  over  its  lower 
reaches  and  over  much  ot  today's  adja- 
cent Custom  House  district. 


"lioston  tVoni  Willis'  Creek"  by  Willi.iin  I'lLrnc.  1775. 
Courtcsv  ol  the  Bitstoti  AthfiuciiMi 


l-oiii^  lu-torc  It  li.ul  idinplctcit  its  first 
icntiiry,  IJuston  w.is  a  tlin\ing 
coiiinumity  of  siiiKirs  :ind  iiKTcliain.s. 
H\'  1710,  the  iK'cd  tor  deep  .mclioragc 
prompted  tlie  extension  of  Kiiii;  Street 
h.ilt  ,1  mile  into  rlie  water  with  the 
erection  ot  Long  Wliart.  The  largest 
\'esseis  ot  the  day  eoiiki  now  be  directly 
loaded  aiui  unloadeil.  For  se\(.'nt\-tl\'e 
years.  Long  Wharf'helped  lioston 
retain  its  position  as  Amenea's  busiest 
port  until  the  town  was  overtaken  by 
New  York  in  the  iSso's. 

When  the  century  turned,  Boston 
had  survived  the  Revolution  and  the 
depression  caused  by  the  closure  of  the 
ports  ot  the  British  Commonwealth  to 
American  ships.  But  as  a  result  of  its 
new  trade  with  Russia,  the  Indies  and 
the  Far  East,  the  city  was  scion  enjoying 
a  tresh  period  of  prosperity. 

By  1803  the  China  trade  was  gener- 
ating such  profit,  that  "distinguished 
developer"  Uriah  Cotting  persuaded 
tour  other  Bostonians.  including 
Francis  Cabot  Lowell,  to  )oin  him  in  a 
vast  enterprise. 


r.  Long  Wharf  Iniildings  Nos.  12  aiui  i}.  ujo^. 
Ctnirri-sv  til  [Ik-  SiKicty  for  ihc  I'rcSLTvjtinii 
ol  Nov  Kni;ljiHi  Aiita|nilii.s 


Long  Whart'and  Central  Wh.irt' 

by  Robert  Salmon,  1K33. 

Cmirlcsy  nftlic  IJoston  I'lihlu  Lihr.ir\,  I'riiit  ncp.irtmcnt 
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il  Boston's  most  i.'iiiinciu 


'^l^jl^     architfct,  C:ii.irlcs  Hiilfiiuii,  to  lu-lp 

them  rcpl.icc  the  r.iiiish.ukle  )Mers  .ind 

zit;-/.ig  wli.iiA'es  m  tlie  s\s  .imps  |ust 
soutli  of  Lout;  Whart  into  a  commercial 
area  tliat  would  t;ive  iiu'estors  a  share 
in  niaritime  tradiiii;  protits.  This 
launched  two  decades  ot  .imbitioiis 
anti  ilitficiilt  construction  which 
would  turn  the  distru  i  into  the  heart  of 
Boston  commerce. 

Biilfmch's  India  Wli.irl  pushed  the 
shoreline  further  out  into  the  to\^■n  cove 
and  allowed  for  more  than  halt  a  mile  of 
warehouses  and  stores  along  a  new 
deep-water  whart.  New  streets  were 
laid  out,  with  Broad,  India,  Franklin, 
and  Custom  House  .imong  them. 

By  I'Soy,  India  Wh.irf  was  complete 
— but  the  restraints  ot  thejettcrson 
embargo  brought  bankruptcy  to  Uriah 
Getting.  However,  b\-  iSio  he  was 
sufficiently  recovered  to  design  and 
tniance  a  spacious  Custom  House  tor 
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1  Ik-  c'onstniLtHHi  ot  \ ct  .iihuIut 
wii.irL  C:cntr.il,  lu-g.iii  m  1X16.  With  tliis 
till-  l.isr  pli.isc  ofthc  Hiil(nu"h  iiListcr 
pi. Ill  Idi  ihc  M\\\  w.is  I'oiiipk-tc.  .md 
•niothcr  filty-tmir  w.irclioiiscs  wcri.- 
huilt.  Sluih.R'l  Hrll.  the  senior  W.irclcii 
lit  ("linst  C.'hiinh.  (.Icsrribcii  (Iciitr.il 
Wli.irt  111  a  letter  to  .1  friend  in  1X17: 

"1  he  completion  ot  this  linden. ikmi^ 
iinp.ir.illeled  in  eonimerei.il  1  listory,  is  .1 
proot  ot  tlic  enterprise,  the  wealth.  ,iiid 
persevering  Industry  ot'Hostoni.ins  .  .  . 
Iroiii  .ni  oet.igon  i  iipol.i  o\er  the  peili- 
iiients,  yon  have  a  ciiarming  view  ot'the 
Harbour  and  neighboring;  towns  .  .  ."' 

Broad  Street,  India  Wharfand 
Central  Whart'were  all  built  in  Ikilfnich's 
Federal  style.  The  structures  were  ot' 
briek  arranged  111  Flemish  bond  stvie, 
witii  low-pitched,  hipped  roofs,  stone 
window  sills  and  symmetrical  window 
p.ittenis.  They  were  usii.illy  tmir  stories 
high  and  three  windows  wide. 

By  1820,  when  the  China  trade  was 
beginning  to  taker,  the  textile  and  shoo 
business  carried  Boston  forward. 
Francis  Cabot  Lowell  had  revolutionized 
the  process  ot  turning  ct^tton  into  cloth 
with  a  new  power  loom,  which  he 
developed  in  one  of  Biiltlnch's  new- 
warehouses,  64  Broad  Street. 
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r.  Cciur.il  Wiurf.  c.  1K70. 

C<iurtcsv  otihc  liostnn  I'lihln  Library.  I*rin(  l>Lp.ir[imiu 


III  1.S24.  the  iK'w  ( ircck-inspirL'd, 
gr.iiiiti.'  liiiiKiin_i;s  ot  |iisi.ili  (^iimcv's 
ni.irkct  .ippc.iri'd  on  tlio  w.itcrtront.  Ten 
yens  l.itcr.  with  Amiin  Young's  new 
(Aistoni  MonsL',  ( ircck-rcviv.il  .irrivcd 
in  the  tlirixini;  bnsincss  .irc.i  sdntli  (if 
L(ing  Wh.irt,  It  w.is  biiih  to  icpl.uc  the 
0rigin.1l  C'ottnit;  (Instoin  I  huise,  w  huh 
w'.is  .ilre.idy  in.uii'tin.ite  tor  ihe  hnge 
\'oknne  ot  goods — textiles,  iiinher, 
rum,  iiides  and  ehoeiil.ite — th.it  were 
passing  through  the  port.  Walt  Whitman 
described  the  ne\\'  Custom  I  louse  as 
'one  ot  the  noblest  pieces  ot  commercial 
architecttire  in  the  w  orld." 

Like  the  Bulhnch  project,  the  build- 
ing ot  the  new  colonnaded  granite 
Custom  House  with  its  saucer  dome 
was  a  considerable  technological  teat. 
It  rested  on  three  thousaiui  piles  and  the 
t'oundations  alone  tocik  three  years  to 
lay;  it  was  oiiK'  completed  in  1S47. 
Granite  became  a  favorite  building 
material,  and  around  the  middle  ot  the 
century  a  number  otbeautitul  ware- 
houses were  built  that  were  taced  with 
granite  slabs  with  Greek-revival 
characteristics. 


..■\:l -a^  ' 'l[[LillJJUL^P -3:l!!i-:i 


ii    ^^1  ^  El  .a    j 


■•'  i. 


_^    '   Tin- (."ustoin  I  loust' iliiin'l  cn]ov  Its 

lif  .M    •''"  t^l'TV  King,  tor  in  iSsS  it  lost  its 
S^(  w.itcrtront  position  to  tlu-  St.itc  Street 
Block.  Tins  ni.issiw  Innldiiii;  hroui;!)! 
■lotli  tin-  s(  .iK-  .ind  oi  n.uiK'nt  ot  tlic 
Rcn.iiss.inrc  into  tlic  (aistoni  I  louse 
tlistru  t — .ind  il\\'.irr(.Hl  its  rcdcr.il  .iini 
Clreck-revu-.il  neii;libors. 

Sheet  sii'e,  lio\ve\-er,  w,is  not  enoiiL^li 
tos.ixe.mythini;  from  fading  fortunes 
ot  the  harbor.  13y  mid-eentury, 
competition  frtim  New  York  and  the 
development  of  railway  transportation 
were  already  pushing  Boston  1  larhor 
into  decline.  In  iS66.  the  city  began  au 
ill-starred  effort  to  re\'ive  its  seaport  by 
connecting  its  wharves  to  the  railways. 
Fort  Hill  provided  the  earth  to  fill 
in  a  broad  new  a\'eiuie.  Btit  Atlantic 
Avenue,  that  cut  across  the  mouth  o\' 
the  original  town  cove,  only  succeeded 
in  bisecting  the  wharves  and  in  isolating 
the  waterfront  from  its  market  place. 
The  Avenue  crashed  through  the  _  >fe-  - 

middle  ot  Bultlnch"sdcvelopmcnfd=>  ~^^j?:^^ 
destroying  half  of  India  Wharf.  It  even'I^-^^^p 
sliced  off  a  piece  of  the  newly  built  State  '  ^"^^ 
Street  Block  and,  in  the  cnd/sgrvedtlie  ^ 

wharves  a  fital  blow.  -  ;-  ■r;''!;^-  r 


.State  Street  Block. 
C^oiirtcsy  (iftln.-  jiosidi 
I'lihlit  Libr.iry 


Tlu-Crcu  rirL-oriS72.  wIikIi  i.igcd 
for  t\\i)  long  No\i.'inbcr  il.iys,  levelled 
nnieli  of  the  fm.mei.il  (.listriet  next  iii)or 
but  sp.ired  the  ('ustoni  1  louse  ,irea.  The 
reeonstrmtioii  of  the  fm.mc  i.il  distru  t 
then  triggered  new  buildnig  .iroiind  the 
Custom  i  louse.  They  were  mostly  ottices 
or  f.Ktories  for  light  m.inut.uturing. ; 
The  e.ist-iron  f.ie.ule  otthe  Uiehards 
Buiklmg,  imported  from  Italy,  was 
completed  in  1S67,  and  at  43  Broad  Street 
Carl  1-ehmer  produced  a  fine  example 
of  High  Victorian  C.othic.  The  Chadwick 
Lead  Works  turned  out  amnumitioii 
from  a  new  building  ornamented  with 
"grotesques,"  gargoyles  and  arched 
Romanesque  windows. 
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The  Rich.in.ls  Building. 
114  St.itc  Street. 
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1  'uiiii^  ilic  lUl  Ic  I  .|>(unK',  in  tlu-  ilircc 
ilcc  .ulcs  .;ttci   hSSO.  ,111  .in.i\'  <il  ilitU  rem 
styles  .iiui  t.isics  tlmirishcil  .iroinui  ilu- 
(aistdin  1  Idiisc:  tlic  (.-oroiK-ttcd  llnur 
.iiul  (  .1 .1111  I  At  li.iiii;!.'.  ilu'  iiiti  u  .lU'K' 
i)in.iniciuci.l  15(1, ini  ot  Ir.uic.  And  in 
l')()2.  I  V.ibodv  iV  StiMins  cicsit;iK\l  .i 
hniKliiimlcH  oi Mtcd  \\  nil  .iiu  Ihhs  ,iiul 
n.mtii-.ii  sNinliols  toi  tlu'  ( ".nn,iril 
Stc;niisliiii  ("(imp, my. 

By  I'M,^,  iIk-  I cdc  1.1  II y-ow I k-(I 
C'ustiim  1  lcnis(.'  h.ul  (Hitgroun  its  ( liwk 
temple  (.iftcr  only  66  yc.irs);  .nul  since  .i 
r-edei.il  biiiKiini;  w.is  e.xempt  troiii  the 
125-tiH)t  lu'ie;lit  restrRtion,  IV.ibody 
<^'  Ste.irns  were  nlile  to  e.ip  the  Custom 
House  dome  \\  ith  ,i  4''(l-t(U)t  to\\er, 
preseinuiL!,  New  Hngl.uid  with  its  first 
skyser.iper.  The  Custom  House  reiii.iiiiei.i 
the  hi;j;hest  striR  ture  lu  Boston  until  it 
was  topped.  111  I'MV.  by  the  John 
Hancock  Building. 


Cun.u  J  liuildinm'ii  State  Street 

r.  The  C'ustoin  House. 

Courus\  of  tlu- liostnii  I'uhlu  \  ihr.irv, 

I'nnt  I  '.  p.irtiiunt 


-•SJ',.,;;    Nc.u  l\'  IW'o  (■(.■nriincs  ot  intciisc  busiiK-ss 
'^.-^^■•'/t'    .u  ii\  U\  \\aw  Icti  tlic  C  aiMiini  I  liuisc 
■'■    tlistin  f  \\  nil  .1  ru  h  \  .nic.i\'  ol  Innliim^s. 
'I  Ik-  Hiiltiiu  li  \\  .uiIkhiscs  .ire  tlu'  oKli-st. 
tin-  H.mi.  r\  m.in  h  1*^27  Art  I  )ccn  sk\- 
scr.ipcr  IS  the  iicAWst;  tlic  i  oiii.mcsiiin- 
l-loiii  .iiui  (  Ir.nii  I'M  li.m_i;(.-  is  prob.ibly 
till'  iiKist  cxubci  .lilt,  tlic  c.ist-iroii 
Ivn  h.irds  Building  icrt.iiiily  tlic  r.ucst. 
.iiul  tlu-  ( "iistom  I  Idiisc  hybrid  surely 
the  sti. ingest  .iiul  iimsi  .ippe.ihiig. 

There  has  been  no  new  buililing  m 
tiieiiistriet  for  sixty  ye.irs.  But  there 
have  been  changes.  The  expressw.iy  eut 
straigiit  through  the  Wh.irrbiiildings 
that  had  survived  Atlantic  Avenue,  .md 
in  1962  a  wave  of  urban  destruction 
felled  the  elegant  renin.ints  ot  the  i^ld 
India  Wharf 

The  Custiun  1  louse  1  listoric  District 
was  established  by  the  National  Park 
Service  in  1973  and  is  now  listed  in  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 
On  the  street  that  housed  the  original 
Custom  House, Jaymont  Properties 
and  award-winning  architects  Bruner 
Cott  &  Associates,  will  bring  to  the 
district  a  new  vitality. 


Battcrymarch  Buildin;;, 

illustrating  variegated  masonry  wiirk. 
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Sensitive  to  ilK-foiUL-rnsol  the  Hcston 
L.uulni.irks  C'oinniissuMi,  UtisKin 
I'rescrv.ition  Alli.ime  .nut  linston 
Rcdevclopiiuiit  Aiuli"iu\.  BriiiKT 
C\)it  ilcsigiK'ii  t\vulniiKiini;s  in  .1  style 
th.it  helont;s  10  the  nineteen  eii;!ities — 
witli  height,  se.ile  .iiui  in.iten.ils  h.irkint; 
b.R-k  tooldei  neii;hln>rs 

Roofhnes  .iiid  tl(i(ir-n>-tli)ni  heights 
will  m.ueh  the  nmi-rise  e.ii iv  twentieth 
centnrv  stiiRtiires  111  the.iie.i,  I  he  use 
of  t;r,inite  for  the  ■'skin"  of  the  biiildini;s 
wiil  echo  the  adjoining;  Flour  .md  ( Ir.un 
E.\cii.inL:;c.  Three  1S06  Biilfmeh  w.ire- 
liouses  will  be  completely  .ind  .iccur.itely 
restored  with  the  help  of  original 
Bulfmch  drawiiii;s.  And  Custom  House 
Street  will  be  embellished  with  wide  brick 
sidewalks,  benches,  and  shade  trees. 

One  of  the  two  new  office  buildings 
will  stand  on  the  exact  site— number  20 
Custom  House  Street— where  Cottmg 
placed  his  original  structure.  That 
venerable  building  was  demolished  in 
the  early  1930's  to  make  way  for  a  garage 
that  was  again  demolished.  When  the 
vital  c-N'cle  is  completed  again,  a  granite 
lintel  above  the  entrance  of  number  20 
will  serve  to  remind  Bostonians  and 
visitors  of  Uriah  Cotting  and  his 
venerable  old  Custom  House. 


fl  ^,T  111 


Art.st\  mukrM.gofncw  Custom  House  nistrut. 
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